	
	Subscription Databases
	Search Engines (Google)

	Intended audience?
	Students and Professionals
	Consumers (buyers). They are trying to sell you something.

	Advertising
	None!
	Relies on advertising.

	Reliable? Updated regularly?
	Yes!
	Many not updated regularly.

	Professional sources?
	Yes!
	Some can be questionable. Many are heavily biased.

	Appropriate material for students?
	Yes—100%
	No. Much is inappropriate.

	Content related to curriculum and state and national standards?
	Yes!
	No. Less than 10% is related to the curriculum.

	Accurate summaries?
	Yes!
	Summaries are based on keywords and may result in many irrelevant hits, wasting time.

	Reading level designated? Search by reading level?
	Yes!
	No. Much is too high and there is no way to adjust results to match student reading level.

	Dictionary and Thesaurus support?
	Yes!
	No.

	Cross-referencing and further resources?
	Yes! Links to many relevant and appropriate resources.
	Very little. Further resources may not be reliable or appropriate.

	Citations and models for documentation?
	Yes! Complete, in convenient location, and printed on the article.
	None. Many lack much of the required info for documentation, and what is there is difficult to find.

	Tutorials and help?
	Yes!
	No. Very few web sites offer these.


Why Using Subscription Databases

For School Research 

Is Better Than “Surfing The Web”

Paraphrased from:  http://www.proquestk12.com/pic/pdfs/sirsXgoogle.pdf

